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Record of the meeting held on October 1, 2009

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador José E. Pinelo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document GT/DADIN/doc.375/09.

1. Election of Vice Chairs

The Alternate Representative of Chile nominated Ms. Elizabeth Moreano, of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, as First Vice Chair.  The delegation of Nicaragua seconded the motion by Chile and requested that the election be by acclamation, and it was so decided.  The Alternate Representative of Ecuador, Elizabeth Moreano, thanked the delegations for their confidence in her and pledged to work towards strengthening the Group's activities. 


The Alternate Representative of the United States of America nominated Ms. Deborah Yaw, of the Permanent Mission of Guyana, for the position of Second Vice Chair. The delegation of Peru seconded this motion, requesting that the election be done by acclamation, and it was so decided. Thanking the delegations for electing her, the Alternate Representative of Guyana reaffirmed her personal commitment and that of her country to indigenous peoples, and pledged to work on building consensus in the negotiations.

2. Adoption of the Work Plan

The document containing the draft work plan, having been presented at the previous session, a revision was now being presented for approval at that meeting (GT/DADIN/doc.373/09 rev. 1). The Chairman noted that it had been updated in terms of the dates of the meetings, the experts’ workshop, and the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.

The work plan was approved without comment by the delegations.

· Workshop to Update Information within the Framework of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

The Chair noted that the experts workshop would be one and a half days long. He noted that his proposal was yet to be refined but that this activity was part of the Chair's report on the activities of the Working Group for the 2008-2009 period (GT/DADIN/doc.371/09). He said the goal of the workshop would be to update information, adding that the issues that could be addressed would be: 1) what is the status of the rule in the countries of the Hemisphere; 2) processes for applying the rule; and 3) status of demands or indigenous peoples’ strategies regarding their own processes and in relation to what would be lobbying in their own states. He also remarked that this information would be provided in an academic context so that delegations would go into the meeting of negotiation better informed.

The delegations of Costa Rica, Peru, Mexico, Colombia, Guatemala, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Guyana, and Chile made broad references to this issue, outlining their concerns, thoughts, and ideas in general.

The Chair summarized the consensus that he had sensed in the room, stating, first of all, that the workshop was academic in nature and not a negotiating one, and secondly, that rather than hinder, this should help the negotiation process. He also promised to send the delegations the document containing the proposed work plan as soon as possible and to devote the next meeting to preparations for the workshop and to adopt its methodology.

3.
Preparatory work and considerations for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

In terms of this item, the Chair said that he intended to review the methodology and provide information on the process for selecting Indigenous representatives and on funding for country experts to attend.  With regard to the methodology, he noted that the document entitled “Procedure for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 8) was approved, but without consensus on two paragraphs. Methodology was a key issue and it was the understanding of the Chair that there should be consensus by all delegations. Language was also a key issue.

With respect to information on the process used to select indigenous representatives, the Chair cited the list of organizations invited to the Meeting of Negotiations, prepared by the Technical Secretariat. Mr. Luis Toro, Senior Legal Advisor, Department of International Law, addressed this issue, noting that the Secretariat had a database managed by the Department, which contained more than 640 Indigenous organizations to which invitations to meetings are sent. With regard to the Twelfth Meeting, he noted that to date 51 applications had been received, October 8 being the deadline to receive them. He said that he planned to present these applications to the Selection Committee on October 9 for consideration.

Seeking to update the list of organizations, the Chair requested the delegations to review it and to forward to the Secretariat as soon as possible any organizations that they wanted to include on it.
4. Other business
There being no request for the floor, the meeting was adjourned.
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